While, on direct enquiry, she admitted that she had suffered from breathlessness and palpitation for some eight years, she herself dated her illness from July, 1892, when swelling of the right foot and leg attracted her attention, followed in a week or so by a similar affection of the left. The swelling, for a long time, did not extend beyond the knees, and she continued her household duties till October, 1892, when the abdomen began to swell, and she had to take to bed. The abdominal swelling was uniform, and increased so rapidly that two or three weeks after being first noted, it had to be tapped. This operation had to be repeated three times, and on each occasion very large quantities of fluid were removed. At one time she had a cough with expectoration (never blood), but that disappeared after the last tapping, six weeks before admission. 
